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liberty” II COR. 3:17 
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Use Gift Cards for holiday shopping and earn 4x fuel points 
with the digital coupon. Download today at Kroger.com. 
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Foster parents push state for bill of rights 


Proposal would let them know which rights they 
have so they can advocate for themselves, children 


Marisa Kwiatkowski 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


For three years Tony and Lori Richards 
raised three boys as their own. 

The Indiana couple, who served as the 
boys’ foster parents, hovered over the 
boys when they were sick, hugged them 
when they cried, took them to the dentist 


and introduced them to soccer and bas- 
ketball. 

So Tony Richards said they were frus- 
trated when the Indiana Department of 
Child Services excluded them from cer- 
tain parts of the process of finding the 
boys a permanent home. 

“We felt DCS failed the children,” he 
said. 

Now, he and other foster parents 


throughout Indiana are pushing the state 
to pass a foster parents’ bill of rights. The 
proposal includes 24 rights, including the 
right to be treated with “dignity, respect 
and trust” by DCS; the right to “timely fi- 
nancial reimbursement”; the right to in- 
formation before and during placement; 
and the right to refuse placement or re- 
quest removal of a child without “fear of 
reprisal.” 

Seventeen other states, including Illi- 
nois and Kentucky, already have passed a 
Foster Parent Bill of Rights, according to 
the National Conference of State 


Legislatures. 

The one proposed in Indiana would 
not give foster parents new authority, 
Richards said, but it would let foster par- 
ents know which rights they have so they 
can best advocate for themselves and 
children in the system. 

DCS officials have not responded to a 
request for comment on the proposal. 

State Sen. Ron Grooms, R-Jefferson- 
ville, said he has spoken to foster parents 
about the concept and is in favor of a bill 


See FOSTER, Page 2A 


Time to kick off 
the holidays 
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Santa makes his arrival at the Downtown Indy’s 55th annual Circle of Lights presented by IBEW #481 on Monument 
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The secret 
history of 
Pence’s 
new house 


Book tells story of home 
public knows little about 


Maureen Groppe 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON - The vice president 
wasn't offered an official residence until 
1975 — and Nelson Rockefeller wasn’t in- 
terested. 

Walter Mondale, the first vice presi- 
dent to live in the home the government 
provided, lost hot water midway through 
his first shower. 

But despite the humble beginnings of 
the vice presidential residence, Mondale 
— and his successors — came to love the 
Queen Anne-style house on the grounds 
of the Naval Observatory. Some past resi- 
dents argue it’s a better place to live than 
the White House. 

The new book “Number One Observa- 


tory Circle” 

tells the story 

of a home 

that the pub- “Ask almost any American 
lic knows lit- where the vice president 
tle about — lives, and you’re almost 
including sure to get a look of 


that it’s still confusion.” 


technically a 
temporary 
location for 
the nation’s second family. 

“Ask almost any American where the 
vice president lives, and you're almost 
sure to get a look of confusion,” writes au- 
thor Charles Denyer. 

Among the guesses Denyer got when 
he posed that question to friends and 
family members included: The Blair 
House? The East Wing? The basement of 
the White House? 

Some of the unfamiliarity can be at- 
tributed to the fact that the home is se- 
cluded, its 12 acre-compound just part of 


Charles Denyer 
author 


See PENCE, Page 7A 
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Hundreds of worshippers killed or 
wounded in Egypt, 1B 
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* All coupons must be presented at time of service. Cannot combine with other $ 
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discounts. Not valid on previous purchases. Existing residential only. See dealer 
for details on discounts, warranties and guarantees. Homeowner authorization 
needed. Must be in service area. Expires 12/15/17. 
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SPICE ROAD 
Sentences close door on 
infamous drug ring case, 3A 


No Breakdown Guarantee 


FURNACE 
TUNE-UP 
ONLY $52 


No Breakdown Guarantee J : 


E BI?) 713-8068 New clients only please. No breakdown this season; : 
lust be able to start unit. Normal business hours only. See * C22 P 
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High 50° X Low 43° 
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Breezy, Forecast, 14A 
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Save up to $2,61 7 ona Carrier 


up to 12 months 0% 
financing available 


Furnace & A/C = 


plus for a limited time... Free Duct Cleaning 


è (317) 713-8068 valid on Carrier 2 ton 16 SEER A/C or heat pump (up to $1,069) when purchased in combination with a 
$ vari-able speed furnace or air handler. Discount includes up to $1,069 Williams Comfort Air Discount, up to $550 utility rebate 
e and up to 15-year CAIRfree parts & labor warranty valued at $998. Up to $1,069 equipment discount can be applied to other 


select models. Free duct cleaning with qualifying purchase. Some restrictions apply. Rebates, credits & financing vary by 
$ model. Financing with approved credit. Interest accrues at time of purchase unless paid in full during promotional period. For regular 
œ term purchases, APR is based on US prime rate and is subject to change. 0% financing options up to 12 months. Monthly 
$ payments required. Customer responsible for filing utility rebates if applicable. All credits and rebates follow appropriate 


Reecccececceccescceseecscesvccssessccsscere 


eeccooocococsocoocoocoocoococooooooooooooo 


